CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HILLSBORO, ILLINOIS
HILLSBORO CITY HALL
Minutes of the Regular Meeting — Tuesday, October 21, 2025

1. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Downs at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call was taken:

Present: Mayor Don Downs
Commissioners Fred Butler, Tommy Justison, Patrick Ward and
Kendra Wright

Absent: None.

Also Present: City Clerk David Jenkins

City Attorney Chris Sherer
Econ. Dev. & Community Planner Melissa Smith
Deputy Police Chief Tim Hopper

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

4. Public Comment: Consulting forester Dana Walker addressed the council regarding work
he did for the City last year. He stated he made multiple trips from Macomb to Hillsboro
last year, and this was his largest job. He claimed to have gotten the City three reasonable
offers for timber, which he said the City rejected. He said he sent a bill to the City for eight
percent of one of the offers, which is standard for him when bids are rejected. He said the
City has not paid him, and he asked if they had honor or not.

5. Minutes of the October 71", 2025 regular meeting were approved as presented.

6. Mavor and Commissioners’ Departmental Reports:

Mayor Downs commended Community Planner Smith, Public Properties Superintendent
Jim May, and everyone involved in the disc golf tournament that was held at Brewer’s
Spring Disc Golf Course on October 11'. He said he received a lot of positive feedback,
and the course has received high ratings. He also addressed what was said during public
comment, clarifying that the City received one offer last year for the timber, and it came in
after bidding was closed.

Written reports from the Streets and Public Properties Departments were submitted.
Commissioner Butler reported Street Department Superintendent Justin Chappelear is
conducting interviews for an opening in his department. Butler said he hopes to have a
candidate to hire at the next meeting. Regarding public properties, he thanked Kenny
Lohman for donating time to help make improvements at the sports complex.



10.

11.

Commissioner Justison reported this week is School Bus Safety week, and most buses are
equipped with cameras on their cross arms. He encouraged anyone who sees consistent
violations to contact dispatch. He also stated the police and fire commission board will be
publishing a hiring list.

Written reports for the Water and Sewer Departments were submitted. Commissioner
Wright reported demand for water has cut back a little, and the recent rainfall didn’t change
the levels much. She said the lake level is still above the limit for cutting off the coal mine.
She also noted the mine was closed last week, and they will begin pumping again. She also
reported the UV walls at the new wastewater treatment plant are almost done. She stated
they are working on getting Phase 111 of the Lead Service Line Replacement project out to
bid.

Economic Development & Community Planner Report:

A written report from the Economic Development and Community Planner was submitted.
Smith reported the City has received a lot of feedback from the tourism magazines and the
digital sign. She stated, in addition to businesses in town, she delivered magazines to some
of the hotels in Litchfield. She said a digital version is available on the Head to Hillsboro
website. She also reported website and Facebook page views for Head to Hillsboro have
increased.

City Engineer Report:

No report was given.

Discussion / Action — Paying Bills for the Month of October 2025: The total amount of
bills for the month is $691,646.32. Ward reported large amounts included purchasing a
piece of equipment for the new sewer plant for $172,000, in addition to paying for health
insurance, Ameren and Woodard and Curran. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to
approve paying bills for the month of October 2025 in the amount of $691,646.32.
Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Facade Grant Reimbursement to Stan Huber/Brian Lee for
Work Completed at 505 South Main St.: At the June 3" meeting, the council approved
awarding facade grants to Stan Huber and Brian Lee for work completed on three Main
Street buildings. The receipts for this building, not including tools and labor, total
$4,673.54. The city’s share is $2,336.77. Motion by Ward and second by Wright to
approve the facade improvement grant reimbursement to Stan Huber in the amount
of $2,336.77 for work completed at 505 South Main Street. Motion carried with a 5-0
vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Facade Grant Reimbursement to Stan Huber/Brian Lee for
Work Completed at 509 South Main St.: Receipts for the work at 509 South Main Street,
not including tools and labor, total $4,978.06 The City’s share is $2,489.03. Motion by
Justison and second by Butler to approve the facade improvement grant
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reimbursement to Stan Huber in the amount of $2,489.03 for work completed at 509
South Main Street. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Facade Grant Reimbursement to Stan Huber/Brian Lee for
Work Completed at 511 South Main St.: Receipts for the work at 511 South Main Street,
not including tools and labor, total $6,967.31. The City’s share is $3,483.66. Motion by
Ward and second by Justison to approve the fagcade improvement grant
reimbursement to Stan Huber in the amount of $3,483.66 for work completed at 511
South Main Street. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor.

Discussion — Zoning Board of Appeals Request for Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
for Searching Documents and Forms: City of Hillsboro Zoning Board of Appeals
members C.J. Liddell and Jeff Polus addressed the council regarding the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) to find redundancies in the City’s Code of Ordinances and Zoning Code.
Polus stated the extent of the problem is unknown, but there are Al tools that can be used
to compare legal documents. Liddell stated it could also be used to find specific items, such
as fencing restrictions. Ward asked if the board had identified any specific software
programs. Polus stated doclegal.ai was one that came with a charge of $10 per month. Other
programs include Beyond Compare, Draftable, Adobe Acrobat Pro and Al Legal. Polus
reiterated this is just a recommendation. No action was taken.

Discussion / Action — TIF/Business District Redevelopment Grant for Breanna
Spinner_for Work to be Completed at 434 South Main Street: Breanna Spinner
submitted an application for an economic development grant for her property at 434 South
Main Street. She is requesting $21,885, which includes $19,925 for the repair/replacement
of the roof, and $1,960 for gutter work. Ward stated he would be comfortable awarding 75
percent of the cost. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to approve awarding a TIF
Redevelopment Grant to Breanna Spinner for an amount not to exceed $16,413.75
for work to be completed at 434 South Main Street. Justison and Wright abstain.
Motion carried with a 3-0-2 vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Pay Application #4 to Plocher Construction for Work
Completed on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project: This item was
pulled from the agenda.

Discussion / Action — Purchasing Chemical Feed Pump for City of Hillsboro Water
Treatment Plant: The City received a proposal from Brooks and Associates for a Blue-
White Peristaltic M Series Pump, which includes a five-year warranty, for a cost of $3,225.
By purchasing this pump, the water treatment plant would have a spare unit in the event
that another fails. Motion by Ward and second by Wright to approve purchasing a
chemical feed pump for the City of Hillsboro Water Treatment Plant for a cost of
$3,225. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Purchasing Spare Booster Pump for Chlorine Feed System at
City of Hillsboro Water Treatment Plant: The City received a proposal from Brooks
and Associates for a Webtrol 2 Stage Booster Pump for a total cost of $2,800. According
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to Water Plant Manager Tim Ferguson, this pump is a critical item in the treatment
operation and will replace the unit that burned up a few weeks ago. The windings on the
current pump burned up and it is not economically feasible to repair it. It is important to
have two units onsite due to the importance of its operation. Motion by Ward and second
by Wright to approve purchasing a spare booster pump for the Chlorine Feed System
at the City of Hillsboro Water Treatment Plant for a cost of $2,800. Motion carried
with a 5-0 vote in favor.

Discussion / Action — Selling City of Hillsboro’s Lift with Funds to be Returned to
Business District, and Future of Lift: The City’s JLG lift is in need of critical repairs,
and is not currently operational. Butler stated the lift is 20 years old, and it will cost
approximately $18,000 to repair. He believes the City should look into purchasing either a
new lift or a bucket truck. He said the truck would better benefit the City’s needs; however,
the lift would work better for downtown businesses. The decision, Butler said, he wants
the council to make now is to sell the lift, with the funds to be returned to the Business
District. Motion by Wright and second by Justison to approve selling the City’s lift
with funds to be returned to the Business District. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in
favor.

Discussion / Action — Power DGA Championship Series Qualifier at Brewer’s Springs
Disc Golf Course on November 8, 2025: Silly Goose Promotions and Power Disc Golf
Academy are partnering to sponsor a disc golf tournament at the City’s course on Saturday,
November 8. Butler reported the Fireman’s clubhouse is booked that day, so there will be
porta potties available for tournament participants. Motion by Butler and second by
Wright to approve the Power DGA Championship Series Qualifier at Brewer’s
Springs Disc Golf Course on November 8, 2025. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in
favor.

Discussion — City-Owned Property at Eagle Zinc (218 Industrial Park Drive): Butler
stated there are parts of the former Eagle Zinc property that he has received interest in from
businesses. DC Waste has expressed interest in property south of the solar panels for
recycling. He said John Wright has also expressed a desire to put barrel houses out there
as well. Butler stated he has meetings later this week to discuss that parcel of land. No
action was taken.

Discussion / Action — Adjourn: Motion by Justison and second by Butler to adjourn
the meeting. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:43
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
David Jenkins, City Clerk



