
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HILLSBORO, ILLINOIS 

HILLSBORO CITY HALL 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting – Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Downs at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call was taken: 

 

Present:  Mayor Don Downs 

Commissioners Fred Butler, Tommy Justison, Patrick Ward and 

Kendra Wright 

 

Absent:  None. 

 

Also Present:  City Clerk David Jenkins 

  City Attorney Chris Sherer 

  Public Properties Supervisor Jim May 

  Police Chief Randy Leetham 

  Deputy Police Chief Tim Hopper 

  City Engineer Jeremy Connor 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

4. Public Comment:  Nancy Slepicka addressed the council regarding the naming of the 

pool. She stated a tenet of her career as a news reporter was the public’s right to know, and 

she did not believe the public was properly informed about the naming of the pool. She 

said she searched agendas and minutes from previous meetings during the year and could 

not find naming rights mentioned anywhere. She said she believes if the City is to pursue 

offering naming rights, they should establish a policy and procedure. She also asked the 

council to reconsider this issue as it is important to Hillsboro. 

Bill Baran addressed the council on the same issue, stating he agreed with what 

Nancy said. He said he believes the current council has the talent to do a better job of 

naming the pool, and he thinks having a private company’s name on the pool hurts 

everyone. He also said the council members should refrain from writing letters to the editor. 

Susan Hucker also addressed the pool name, stating she does not believe many kids 

will call the pool “Constitution Bank Aquatic Center.” She encouraged the council to 

reconsider the issue. 

 

5. Minutes of the September 16th, 2025 regular meeting were approved as presented. 

 

6. Mayor and Commissioners’ Departmental Reports: 

 

Mayor Downs announced the Head to Hillsboro guides were available, and commended 

the work Sarah McConnell, Tori O’Dell and Danielle Seago did on them. He also thanked 



the auxiliary police and police department for their service during Imagine Hillsboro’s 

annual Harvest Market, which took place on Saturday, October 4th. 

 

Written reports from the Public Properties and Street Departments were submitted. 

Commissioner Butler commended the Street Department for the work they’ve done while 

being short two laborers. He also reported the public properties department installed the 

new lights along the multi-use trail. He stated the pool made it through the IDPH permitting 

process, and there are still some issues to address, but he remains hopeful for a July 1, 2026 

opening. Regarding the naming of the pool, he stated he negotiated with a few businesses 

about submitting a price in exchange for the naming rights. He said Constitution Bank 

submitted the highest offer. He also noted $30,000 of that money was supposed to go 

towards a new playground for kids at the sports complex. He said he is still in favor of the 

bank purchasing the naming rights, but he will speak with his fellow commissioners 

regarding the issue. 

 

A written report from the Police Department was submitted. Commissioner Justison 

reported the fire department responded to 14 calls during the month of September. He also 

reminded residents that it is still very dry outside, and urged everyone to be conscious of 

that when burning. He also thanked School Resource Officer Frank Kenny, Officer Jacob 

Longwell and Montgomery County Sheriff’s Officer Bill Kenny for being guest speakers 

at the Hillsboro School recently. He commended Officer Cassidy Dunavan for completing 

training of the Cellebrite system, as she will serve as the department’s officer within that 

division. 

 

Written reports from the Water and Sewer Departments were submitted. Commissioner 

Wright reported the demand on water remains high, and Water Plant Manager Tim 

Ferguson monitors the lake levels every day. She also reported there was a bad water main 

leak last week that resulted in the loss of a lot of water. She also thanked the Street 

Department for all the work they did for the water department during the last week, 

referencing a few water main breaks the City experienced. 

 

Commissioner Ward reported the City will be amending the budget at a meeting in the near 

future. 

 

7. Economic Development & Community Planner Report: 

 

Economic Development and Community Planner Melissa Smith was absent and no report 

was given. 

 

8. City Engineer Report: 

  

Connor reported the City was awarded a $385,000 grant from IDOT for their Broad Street 

project. He said the City will find out October 17th how the money is to be disbursed. He 

also reported the Central Park Bridge is slated for a June 12, 2026 letting, and the 

Downtown project is scheduled for a winter bid with spring construction. 

 



9. Discussion / Action – Main Street Closure for Halloween Parade on Friday, October 

31, 2025:  The Hillsboro Rotary Club requested the Closure of Main Street for the annual 

Halloween parade on Friday, October 31st. The parade will begin at the library parking lot 

at approximately 3:00 p.m. and will continue north on Main Street to the Historic 

Courthouse before returning to the library. This is the same route as previous years’. 

Motion by Justison and second by Butler to approve closing Main Street for the 

Hillsboro Halloween Parade on Friday, October 31, 2025. Motion carried with a 5-0 

vote in favor. 

 

10. Discussion / Action – Ordinance No. 1842 an Ordinance Approving the Hillsboro Tax 

Increment Financing II Redevelopment Plan and Redevelopment Project:  This is the 

first of three ordinances that will be adopted officially establishing the second TIF district. 

This ordinance approves the TIF II Redevelopment Plan and Project. Motion by Ward 

and second by Butler to adopt Ordinance No. 1842 an Ordinance approving the 

Hillsboro Tax Increment Financing II Redevelopment Plan and Redevelopment 

Project. Justison and Wright abstain. Motion carried with a 3-0-2 vote in favor. 

 

11. Discussion / Action – Ordinance No. 1843 an Ordinance Designating the Hillsboro 

Tax Increment Financing II Redevelopment Project Area:  This is the second ordinance 

regarding the second TIF district. This ordinance establishes the TIF II Redevelopment 

Project area. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to adopt Ordinance No. 1843 an 

Ordinance designating the Hillsboro Tax Increment Financing II Redevelopment 

Project area. Justison and Wright abstain. Motion carried with a 3-0-2 vote in favor. 

 

12. Discussion / Action – Ordinance No. 1844 an Ordinance Adopting Tax Increment 

Financing:  This is the final of the three ordinances regarding the second TIF. It adopts 

Tax Increment Financing in the district. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to adopt 

Ordinance No. 1844 an Ordinance Adopting Tax Increment Financing. Justison and 

Wright abstain. Motion carried with a 3-0-2 vote in favor. 

 

13. Discussion / Action – Resolution No. 2025-31 a Resolution Authorizing the Sale of 

City-Owned Real Estate (P.I.N. 12-30-200-009); Formerly Part of P.I.N. 12-30-200-

008:  This resolution approves the sale of a piece of land adjacent to Lake Glenn Shoals to 

Aaron Todd and Lora Dean. The council previously adopted a resolution authorizing the 

sale; however, the resolution was not published in the newspaper. The City Clerk will 

publish this resolution upon its passage. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to adopt 

Resolution No. 2025-31 a Resolution authorizing the sale of City-Owned real estate 

(P.I.N. 12-30-200-009); formerly part of P.I.N. 12-30-200-008. Justison abstains. 

Motion carried with a 4-0-1 vote in favor. 

 

14. Discussion / Action – Resolution No. 2025-36 a Resolution Approving an Illinois 

Postconsumer Paint Collection Program Drop-off Site Operation Agreement Between 

the City of Hillsboro and PaintCare Illinois LLC:  Adopting this ordinance establishes 

the City of Hillsboro as a drop-off location for used paint cans. The City would be given a 

paint drop-off container that would be picked up from PaintCare. This program is of no 

charge to the City or its residents. Motion by Butler and second by Justison to adopt 



Resolution No. 2025-36 a Resolution approving an Illinois Postconsumer Paint 

Collection Program Drop-off Site Operation Agreement Between the City of 

Hillsboro and PaintCare Illinois LLC. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

15. Discussion / Action – Resolution No. 2025-37 a Resolution Authorizing a 

Redevelopment Agreement Between the City of Hillsboro, Illinois and AEJE 

Holdings, LLC Utilizing Business District Revenues:  At their previous meeting, the 

Council approved awarding a Business District Grant to AEJE Holdings LLC (White and 

Associates) in the amount of $100,000. This resolution approves the agreement. Motion 

by Ward and second by Butler to adopt Resolution No. 2025-37 a Resolution 

authorizing a redevelopment agreement between the City of Hillsboro, Illinois and 

AEJE Holdings LLC utilizing business district revenues. Motion carried with a 5-0 

vote in favor. 

 

16. Discussion / Action – Resolution No. 2025-38 a Resolution Approving and Authorizing 

a Mutual Termination of Lease Agreement Between the City of Hillsboro and Glenn 

Shoals Lake Club, Inc.:  At their September 2nd meeting, the Council approved making 

the final payment to the Glenn Shoals Lake Club for the South Marina on Lake Glenn 

Shoals. With no further payments to make, the City and Lake Club can terminate the 

agreement. Butler thanked the Lake Club for paying for the marina, making this project 

possible. Motion by Butler and second by Ward to adopt Resolution No. 2025-38 a 

Resolution approving and authorizing a mutual termination of lease agreement 

between the City of Hillsboro and Glenn Shoals Lake Club, Inc. Motion carried with 

a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

17. Discussion / Action – Business Redevelopment Agreement for the Redevelopment of 

925 South Main Street (Jardogs.AI):  The council previously approved awarding a 

Business District Grant to Jardogs.AI in the amount of $200,000. They have requested 

receiving reimbursements in phases as different portions of the project are completed as 

opposed to being reimbursed all at once at the end. This revised agreement reflects those 

changes, in addition to naming Jarhouse LLC as part of the business. Motion by Ward 

and second by Wright to approve the Business Redevelopment Agreement for the 

Redevelopment of 925 South Main Street (Jardogs.AI) as presented. Motion carried 

with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

18. Discussion / Action – Payment Application #3 to Plocher Construction for Work 

Completed on the Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade Project:  The third 

payment application for the new sewer plant is in the amount of $171,694. Ward stated 

there is a process the City has to go through for these payments, and nobody is currently at 

the USDA due to the government shutdown. He said he believes the City should still 

approve this payment in case the government were to reopen before the next meeting is 

held. Motion by Wright and second by Ward to approve payment application #3 to 

Plocher Construction in the amount of $171,694 for work completed on the 

Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade project. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in 

favor. 

 



19. Discussion / Action – Payment Application #4 to Capri Pool and Aquatics for the 

Constitution Bank Aquatic Center:  This is the fourth payment made to Capri Pool and 

Aquatics for the new pool. The amount due on this payment is $84,613.58. Motion by 

Butler and second by Wright to approve payment application #4 to Capri Pool and 

Aquatics in the amount of $84,613.58 for work completed on the Constitution Bank 

Aquatic Center. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

20. Discussion / Action – Invoices from Pulliam Masonry Inc. for Work Completed on 

the Sports Complex Dugouts:  The Hillsboro School District and the City have partnered 

to pay for the renovations of the high school baseball and softball dugouts at the sports 

complex. The City has received two invoices from Pulliam Masonry for the cost of the 

dugouts at the varsity softball field. The cost for the dugouts is $17,875, with the price of 

the seat walls coming in at $7,820. The total cost is $25,695. Motion by Ward and second 

by Wright to approve paying the invoices from Pulliam Masonry in the total amount 

of $25,695 for work completed on the dugouts at the Hillsboro Sports Complex. 

Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

21. Discussion / Action – Sherwood Forest Campground Host(s) for the 2026 Season:  
Public Properties Superintendent Jim May interviewed Bill and Lindy Armstrong from Du 

Quoin to be the new campground hosts for the 2026 season. They will replace Bill and 

Barb Sloop, who have served as campground hosts for the past few years. Motion by 

Butler and second by Justison to approve hiring Bill and Lindy Armstrong as the 

campground hosts of Sherwood Forest Campground for the 2026 season. Motion 

carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

22. Discussion / Action – Appointing Justin Gonzalez to the Police and Fire Commission 

Board:  Downs reported one of the police and fire commission board members moved out 

of state and needs to be replaced. His recommendation is Justin Gonzalez. Motion by 

Justison and second by Ward to approve appointing Justin Gonzalez to the Hillsboro 

Police and Fire Commission Board. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

23. Discussion / Action – Trick-or-Treat Dates and Times in the City of Hillsboro:  For 

the past several years, the City Council has approved setting the trick-or-treat dates and 

times at 6 to 8 p.m. on October 30th and 31st. Motion by Ward and second by Butler to 

approve setting the trick-or-treat times and dates as 6 to 8 p.m. on October 30th and 

31st. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

24. Discussion / Action – Adjourn:  Motion by Justison and second by Wright to adjourn 

the meeting. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 

7:55 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Jenkins, City Clerk 


