
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HILLSBORO, ILLINOIS 

HILLSBORO CITY HALL 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 4, 2025 

 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Downs at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call was taken: 

 

Present:  Mayor Don Downs 

Commissioners Fred Butler, Tommy Justison, Patrick Ward and 

Kendra Wright 

 

Absent:  None. 

 

Also Present:  City Clerk David Jenkins 

  City Attorney Chris Sherer 

  Econ. Dev. & Community Planner Melissa Smith 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

4. Public Comment:  None. 

 

5. Minutes of the October 21st, 2025 regular meeting were approved as presented. 

 

6. Mayor and Commissioners’ Departmental Reports: 

 

Written reports for the street and public properties departments were submitted. 

Commissioner Butler reported the street department replaced a box culvert on Jefferson 

Street. He also reported the public properties department staff have been working on their 

new office at the sports complex. He also reminded residents that shotgun hunting is 

prohibited on City property, and that only archery hunting is permitted. 

 

Commissioner Justison reported Police Chief Randy Leetham has been attending training 

the last several days. He also commended all the officers for being diligent in their 

continuing education and training. He reported the department is consistently seeing school 

bus crossarm violations. He commended School Resource Officer Frank Kenny, as he 

gathered all of the Beckemeyer students who were dressed as police officers for Halloween 

for a photo opportunity. Justison also reported the fire department has fortunately not had 

to respond to any fire calls in the month of November so far. 

 

Written reports for the water and sewer departments were submitted. Commissioner Wright 

acknowledged the passing of plant manager Tim Ferguson and extended her sympathies to 

his family. She recognized Greg Frieden, who was in attendance, as the interim plant 

manager. She also reported the plant is down two operators. 

 



Commissioner Ward reported he hopes to have the amended budget posted by Friday so it 

can be voted on at the next meeting. 

 

Mayor Downs reported the annual rake and run is coming up. He also requested a moment 

of silence for the passing of Tim Ferguson. 

 

7. Economic Development & Community Planner Report: 

 

A written report from the Economic Development and Community Planner was submitted. 

Smith reported the City was awarded $70,746.32 for the third round of the energy grant. 

She also stated she will be meeting with Butler and Public Properties Supervisor Jim May 

to discuss upgrades to the Sherwood Forest Campground, which is for what the energy 

grant money will be used. 

 

8. City Engineer Report: 

  

No report was given. 

 

9. Discussion / Action – Appoint Hope McBrain and Rachael Kuhl to the Hillsboro 

Veterans Memorial Committee:  The Hillsboro Veterans Memorial Committee currently 

has two vacancies due to the departures of Gary Zerrusen and Brad Huber. The committee 

is recommending the appointments of Hope McBrain and Rachael Kuhl. Committee 

representative William Cobetto stated the committee oversees funds for the memorial 

property, while the City mows it. Motion by Justison and second by Wright to approve 

appointing Hope McBrain and Rachael Kuhl to the Hillsboro Veterans Memorial 

Committee. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. Cobetto invited everyone to the 

Veterans Day Ceremony on Tuesday, November 11th at 11 a.m. 

 

10. Discussion / Action – Request to Change Residential Address from 917 School Street 

to 918 McClellan Street:  The City has received a request from Joey Hanfelder to change 

their address from a School Street address to McClellan Street. Their home is located closer 

to McClellan Street, but the front of their house is actually facing School Street. Butler said 

he does not have a problem with granting this request, but their fence, which is currently 

in their back yard, would violate the City’s fence ordinance if it became their front yard. 

Downs said he would like to find out more information before making a decision. No 

action was taken. 

 

11. Discussion / Action – Resolution No. 2025-39 a Resolution Clarifying Administrative 

Authority Over Street Address Assignments and Changes:  Currently, there is no 

defined procedure for address assignments and change requests. This Resolution 

establishes a process for how those requests shall be handled moving forward. Ward stated 

he would like to see these requests come to the council for final approval after going 

through the procedure. Downs said that change could be made. Motion by Butler and 

second by Justison to table this item until the next meeting. Motion carried with a 5-

0 vote in favor. 

 



12. Discussion / Action – Property-Casualty Insurance Renewal for the City of Hillsboro:  
Eric Braasch from Dimond Brothers Insurance presented the property-casualty renewal 

numbers to the council. The total premium for the City increased by $26,054, or 10.48 

percent. He said the work comp premium increased from $54,119 to $76,849.  He said the 

cybersecurity liability premium decreased from $4,753 to $3,230, which also includes no 

deductible. Butler asked if the City were to pay a deductible, if that would decrease the 

premium. Justison also brought up increasing some of the deductibles on other items as 

well in order to decrease the premiums. Braasch said he could put those numbers together 

and have it ready for the next meeting. Motion by Justison and second by Ward to table 

this item until the next meeting. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

13. Discussion / Action – City of Hillsboro Municipal Electric Supply Contract:  Zach 

Resmann from Resolute Energy addressed the council regarding the electric supply 

contract for the City’s bills. The 18-month contract before the council is with Homefield 

Energy, which would begin in December and run through June 2027 with a price of 9.392 

cents per kilowatt hour. Resmann said the City saw savings of about 10 percent during the 

Summer months with the AEP contract. Resmann stated one of the issues with the AEP 

contract was they took out the capacity charge. He said the Homefield rate is an all-in rate. 

Wright stated she would prefer the contract to be 24-months, which comes with a rate of 

9.931 cents per kilowatt hour. Motion by Ward and second by Wright to approve the 

24-month Municipal Electric Supply Contract with Homefield Energy. Motion 

carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

14. Discussion – Lease Agreement for Billboard Adjacent to City Hall:  Cody Loskot 

addressed the council regarding a lease agreement he proposed for the billboard adjacent 

to City Hall. He stated he is wanting to renew the lease, which is currently with his mother-

in-law. He stated the billboard itself is not structurally sound, and he needs to look at 

addressing that. Butler said the City needs to negotiate this lease with Mr. Loskot before 

acting on the final agreement. No action was taken. 

 

15. Discussion / Action – Pay Application #4 to Plocher Construction for Work 

Completed on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project:  This item was 

pulled from the agenda. No action was taken. 

 

16. Discussion / Action – Change Order #2 to Lead Service Line Replacement Project 

Phase II:  This change order changes the contract to include all labor, tools, equipment 

and materials necessary to furnish and install a curb stop and box assembly at the location 

designated by the owner or engineer. It comes with an increase of $2,500 and 188 days. 

Ward questioned the increase in the number of days, and asked that this item be tabled until 

more information is gathered. Motion by Ward and second by Justison to table this 

item until the next meeting. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

17. Discussion / Action – Hiring Laborer/Operator for the City of Hillsboro Street 

Department:  The Street Department is currently down two laborers. Butler stated 

Supervisor Justin Chappelear interviewed two applicants, and is recommending hiring 

Zane Duff. Motion by Butler and second by Justison to approve hiring Zane Duff to 



the position of laborer/operator with the City of Hillsboro Street Department. Motion 

carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

18. Discussion / Action – Purchasing Drainage Pipe for Jefferson Street Culvert:  The City 

received a quote from Schulte Supply for 36-inch double-wall drainage pipe. The total cost 

is $3,028.20. Butler stated the culvert was falling in and the City had to go ahead and 

replace it. Motion by Butler and second by Ward to approve purchasing the drainage 

pipe from Schulte Supply for a cost of $3,028.20. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in 

favor. 

 

19. Discussion / Action – Pay Application #5 to Capri Pools and Aquatics for Work 

Completed on the Constitution Bank Aquatic Center:  The amount due this application 

is $175,645.69. Butler reported the company will begin mobilizing next week. Motion by 

Ward and second by Wright to approve pay application #5 to Capri Pools and 

Aquatics in the amount of $175,645.69 for work completed on the Constitution Bank 

Aquatic Center. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

 

20. Discussion / Action – Survey for 218 Industrial Park Drive, P.I.N. 16-01-476-002 

(Former Eagle Zinc Property):  Butler reported he met with a couple of businesses at the 

former Eagle Zinc site, west of Industrial Park Drive and south of where the solar field is 

currently being installed. He stated John Wright is interested in putting barrel houses on 

the property, and DC Waste and Recycling wishes to put a large recycling plant there. At 

present, that piece of land is still one contiguous parcel, and the City’s next step is to split 

it in order to be able to relinquish the lots. Ward stated the City can use TIF funds to pay 

for the survey since it is located inside of a TIF District. Motion by Ward and second by 

Butler to approve having a survey conducted for 218 Industrial Park Drive, P.I.N. 16-

01-476-002. Justison and Wright abstain. Motion carried with a 3-0-2 vote in favor. 

 

21. Discussion / Action – Adjourn:  Motion by Justison and second by Wright to adjourn 

the meeting. Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 

8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Jenkins, City Clerk 


